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“se ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and sce now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can fi: id a ey an, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 
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For the Reformer. 

Denearton, N. H. April 14,1828. 
Mr. Editor,—lf you think the fol- 
lowing communication of Mr. Hough, 
Baptist missionary in India, will have 
any be neficial influence on your read- 
<, you will, by inserting it in the Re- 


former, oblige A SUBSGRIEER. 
“T» the Editor of the New Hampshire 
Patriet— 


«“Sir—iIn the American Baptist 
Magazine, pubished in Boston by the 
Board of Managers of the Baptist Ge- 
neral Convention, No. 5, May, 1827, 
is printed an extract of a letter from 
Mrs. Judson, containing the follow- 
ing :— 

‘Raneoon, March 13, 1826. 

‘ My Dear Sisters,—* * * * We 
are more firmly resolved than ever, 
that our future employment shall be 
purely missionary. 

‘Mr. Judson was strongly urged to 
accept the appointment of Interpreter 
to Government, with a salary of about 
$ 5000 a year. But after considering 
the subject, I trust pray erfully, we con- 
cluded it woutd occupy so large a part 
of his missionary time as to make him 
almast useless to the mission; he there- 
fore declined. The situation was then 
-Ofiered Mr. H. who has accepted it, 
and is about to accompany the new 
Embassy to Ava. So you sce, my Sis- 
ters, if we had a wish to accumulate 
property, what an opportunity we have 
had. 

‘It is true, something might be said 
about saving money for the mission in 
this way; but there is a much greater 
exil for entire and conclusive ly devoted 
masionaries, than for money. Our 

ends, we doubt not, will supply all 








able to spend our strength and ener- 
vies for the spiritual good of the Bur- 
mans, and avoid those temptations at- 
tached to a public situation in this 
world. It is our present wish to go 
down to Ambhersi in the humble char- 
acter of missionaries, and know no 
other object but the advancement of 
the kingdoin of Christ. 

‘ Pray much for us. 


‘A. TH. oc spson.’ 


« As there is in the foregoing let- 
ter an evident allusion made to me, in 
these words, *‘ The situation was then 
offered to Mr. H. who has accepted 
t, the meaning of which, not being 
easily misunderstood, I feel it to be 
my duty to make the following re- 
marks— 

‘Mrs. Judson’s letter is dated * Ran- 
goon, March 13,1826.’ Mr. and Mrs. 
Judson did not arrive m Rangoon from 
Ava, the place of his confinement du- 
ring the war, until March 21st. 

“ When Mr. and Mrs. Judson ar- 
rived in Rangoon, | had held the situ- 
ation of ‘Interpreter to Government’ 
a full month, and had acted as such; 
of course I did not accept of any ap- 
pointment which Mr. Judson declined. 
Mrs. Judson could not have been ig- 
norant of this fact. It was not under- 
stood that Mr. Judson ever had the 
offer of an appointment as ‘ Interpre- 
ter to Government,’ but to the Em- 
bassy, then about to proceed to the 
court of Ava, This appointment, ‘af- 
ter considering the subject, I trust pray- 
erfully, he did accept. 

“ Mr. Judson was not offered ‘a sa- 
lary of about $3000 a year,’ but a cer- 
tain allowance per month; and no.en- 
gayements were entered into with him 


ll as interpreter to the Embassy, beyond 


ut hee essary wants, W hile we shall be H the period ©! ifS rettirn fom Ava. 
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which was expected to be not more 
than three months from its leaving Ran- 
goon. 

** Mrs. Judson’s letter represents me 
az accepting the appointment which 
Mr. Judson dechined, ‘with a salary of 
about ¢ 3000 a year.’ I never had 
such an offer made tome: and I have 
strong reasons to doubt that Mr. Jud- 
son's monthly allowance would have 


amounted to that sum at the end of al 


year. I have also strong reasons for 
believing that the Board, when pub- 
lishing Mrs. Jadson’s letter, possessed 
letters from me, to which, if reference 
had been made, the incorrectness of 
Mrs. Judson’s letters, in some parti- 
culars, would have been apparent. In 
what lhiglit, therefore, must the readers 
of the Magazine consider the Edito- 
rial ‘reflections,’ appended to the pub- 
lication of that letter ? 

‘“‘[ am fully convinced that the obvious 
tendency of the publication of Mrs. 
Judson’s letter is injurious to me, and 
perverts the views of those who read 
it, by the partial treatment of tlre sub- 
ject to which it relates. 

“The remoteness of my situation 
from America, must be my apology for 
not being able to notice the publica- 
tion of Mrs. Judson’s letter before. 

G. H. HOUGH. 

“ CatcuTta, ( Bengal, in India) 

Nov. 20, 1827.” 

{This communication of Mr. Hough was 
inserted in the New Hampshire Patriot of 
April 14, and serves to show the little in- 
tegrity and christian love that exists among 
the missionaries themselves. It gives us 
no pleasure to present such statements to 
our readers; but they are needed to shew 
the true character and tendency of mo- 
dern missionary undertakings, and there- 
fore ought not to be withheld from the 
public. } 

For the Reformer. 
MODERN MISSIONS. 
{Coutinued from page 70.} 


I am not altogether ignorant of the 
importance of the task which hes be- 
fore me; already methinks [ hear the 
questions, Who is the individual, and 
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}its course. 
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where is he to be found, that has 4, 
presumption to oppose institutions 
popular, and supported by so great » 
tide of influence? Wealth, talents, 4, 
piety, have combined their efforts j, 
order to render them popular, and cay, 
he for a moment hope to stem thie 
tide ? Has he learning and talents sy 
ficient to enable him to vie with oy 
champions? Surely net: we will Spurr 
bim into contempt, and bury him jp 
the consciousness of his own littleness 
Glory to God (to him all praise is dye 
there are yet to be found, here apd 
there within the camp of spiritual !s. 
rael, some little Davids who scorn the 
terrific appearance of Goliath in all his 
armour. ‘There is yet a clear stream 
in which are smooth stones—and that 
stream 1s the Word of God which abi. 
deth forever: there is yet a sling pro. 
vided, and that sling is the energy of 
Truth; and the only favour which the 
writer would ask (if indeed it be a fa 
vour) is, that barriers will not be raised 
between the sling and the object. As 
he hss nothing but a stone to throw 
against swords, spears, and brazen ar. 
mour, he conceives it would be mani- 
fest injustice either to pull back hit 
puny arm, or to obstruct the stone in 
All that he demands 1:, 
that the space be kept clear and open 
between him and those who may op 
pose him in sentiment, and althoug! 
he is nothing in himself but insignili 
cance, yet he has faith to believe tha' 
while his eye is single, and his whole 
dependence is in God to give direction 
to the stone, that it will not fly at ran 
dorm. : 
I have stated, that when we take i 
to consideration the great and impor 
tant end proposed by missionary 1st! 
tutions, namely, the salvation of souls. 
it imperatively demands of us to & 
amine the foundation on which they 
are established; and if we neglect * 
to do, while it is in our power to con 
ply, we must account to God for th! 
neglect; and let us bear in mind the! 
condemnation proceeds from mis-4® 





provement of li zht. 
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Ideas are in themselves simple, the } 
great difficulty is in expressing our 
ideas so as to be rightly undérstood ; 
zo simple is the idea of a foundation, 
that it would seem almost unnecessa- 
ry to explain; suffice it for the writer 
to say, a foundation is the principle or 
thing on which any other thing depends 
for its existence or support. If it be 
denied that any principle or thing con- 
tended for be a foundation, there is no 
necessity whatever for quarrel or de- 
bate on the subject; we have only to 
remove the principle or thing in ques- 
tion, and see whether the subject, 
house, or institution will exist without 
it; if it will not, it is proved beyond a 
doubt, that was its foundation; if it 
will yet exist notwithstanding the re- 
moval of the principle or thing, the 
party contending should at once yield 
and confess error; for there is nothing 
degrading in confession when it is 
founded on a thorough conviction of 
the truth. 

Now, we hesitate not to say that 
missionary institutions, and the going 
out of missionaries, are made absolute- 
ly to depend on the monies which can 
be collected together, and hence it will 
at once appear that money is their 
foundation, and human schemes are the 
means employed in order to establish 
that foundation. If this be denied, let 
us resort to the experiment above men- 
tioned—remove the money, and see 
whether the institutions will stand, or 
the missionaries go. If this experiment 
were put into immediate operation, it | 
would doubtless answer the same pur- 
pose in this our day, as the scourge 
which our Lord made use of in his day 
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of money, but he also overthrew u cir 
tables, plainly evincing that money ta- 
bles have their proper province only 
when connected with merchandise ; 
hence said he, * Make not my Father’s 
house an house of merchandise.” 

If we have succeeded in convincing 
the reader that missionary institutions 
and the going out of missionaries, to- 
gether with the good which they hold 
out to view are made absolutely to de- 
pend on money, can there be any difhi- 
culty in proving that these institutions 
are kept in existence by speculating 
on the purest feelings of the chiristian’s 
mind as well as his property? What 
stone has been left unturned? What 
scheme that human ingenuity could 
invent has not been resorted to in or- 
der to effect this purpose’? is there 
yet another scheme untried more in- 
genious that the rest? ‘Time and ex- 
perience alone must give the answer 
here. The value and importance of 
the immortal soul of the poor Indian 
has been largely expatiated on in or- 
der to induce christians to contribute 
of their money, and thereby uphold 
these institutions. The truth that God 
is pleased in the infinitude of his wis- 
dom, in many instances, to employ hu- 
man agency in order to accomplish his 
own most gracious ends, has also been 
made the subject for eloquence and 
talent, for the purpose of building up 
and perpetuating this foundation. The 
poor Indians themselves have been 
brought from their wigwams, and the 
simple, sincere, and heartfelt experi- 
(wee of some of them have also been 

pressed in to enrich this treasury, by 
exciting in the minds of christians 








in driving from the Temple those who]| feelings which are inseparable from 
sold oxen, sheep, and doves, and the} true religion, and under the influence 
changers: of money,—for if once the}} of which, they, from the most pure mo- 


money tables were overthrown there 
would be found but few who would 


tive which can prompt the heart, aid 
in supporting a principle which, if 


take their lives in their hands in order | known, they would abhor. 


to be instrumental in saving the souls 
of poor wandering Indians. Here it is 
worthy of particular remark, that our 


But this is not all: such has been 
the excitement occasioned by the ap- 
pearance of those Indians in Philadel- 








blessed Lord and Saviour not only 


phia, that the churches were not suffi- 


#rove out of the temple the changers cient to contain the spectators,—~and 
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here the eagle-eyed wisdom of this|| to examine into that principle, and = ; 
world soon perceived the chance for}} continue to support it, they canno be 
speculation—for ‘“ the children of this} mnocent in the sight of God, 'T),. 
world are wiser in their generation || must examme into it, and if they a 
than the children of light’’—and tick- || convinced of its correctness they ean 
ets of admission were advertised from ||bound in duty to support it—if ),, 
Methodist pulpits in this city, and were || they must discard it. The object o 
sold by different agents at twenty-five || the writer is not to palm on the reag. 
cents each, and afterwards a collection || er his opinion as a standard— it \. tg 
taken up m the church—and for what|}awaken the mind of every sinco 
purpose ? To support this foundation. |j christian to inquiry on this importa) 

While the sincerity of christians be- || subject; and if after a candid and jy. 
comes a fruitful source of su;port to|} partial examination of the foundatio, 
these institutions, the pride and ambi- |j of missionary institutions, the reader 
tion of the worldling is not permitted || convinced that they are in accordang 
to lay dormant. Addresses nicely toned |] with the pure principles of the gospe! 
to suit each ear, are prepared—and || of Christ, he is then bound to suppor 
from each quarter, support, more or || them in every consistent manner in hij 
less, proceeds. The child’s penny is|{ power; if on the contrary, he is con. 
also coaxed from it, and Jittle tales and || vinced (with the writer) that they are 
ditties suited to the simplicity of child- |} founded in the wisdom and wealth o: 
hood, are told and published, which || this world, he cannot, at his peril, aid 
play tpon the young and tender mmd, || in their support. No argument, hovw. 
and form inducements to draw from |}soever ingenious, will answer as a pal. 
them their small trifles. We have also | liative—“* Ye cannot serve God an 
heard of “ missionary sheep,” “ mis- || mammon.” 
sionary potatoe fields,” “missionary |} ‘To the hypocritical or the bigotted 
apple trees,’ &c. the produce from |}the writer has nothing to say. Argu- 
which has been carefully preserved || ments with such characters, even were 
and thrown into the general stock— || they as clear as a sun-beam, are on! 
and to accomplish what object? It is || fike “ pearls cast before swine.” 
to render, if possible, this foundation A Mernonist 
immoveable. | (To be continued. ) 

These are not exaggerated state-| — 
ments; they challenge the world to! For the Reformer. 
refute them: neither do they proceed | A friendly Hint to Ministers. 
from one who is either prejudiced 7 Mr. Eprror—While in convers:tio: 
favour of his own views, or against|!a few days since with a female frien, 
those who may differ in sentiinent from |}in whose sincerity and piety I hav 
him; he wishes to distinguish between || confidence, my mind was peculiarly 
principles and men; and while he unpressed with an expression whie! 
would zealously oppose evil and per-||dropped from her. We were cov 
nicious principles, he would at the || versing on the advantages and hap) 
same time cheertully admit * that a/j/ness connected with experimental ré 
delusion may exist, and yet the warm |jligion; she expressed her deep sorro! 
votary of that delusion be as sincere ||and regret that her children were v0 
as the human heart can be.”’ While|lconverted; and she stated that sv 
men act according to the best light ‘verily believed the cause was, Ua’ 
they have, * angels can do no more ;”’ || preachers so frequently visited be 
but when they have reason to suspect |}house. The train of reflections hie 
the correctness of the principle on||occupied my mind, may easily be a 
which they have formerly acted from ||ticipated by the reader. I wonld her 
the most pure motives, if they neglect "observe, that on the Sord page ob ™ 
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Ist edition of the Methodist Discipline, 
in the directions given to a Preacher, 
; read the following: “ Be serious. 
ret your motto be Holiness to the 
Lord. Avoid all lightness, jesting, and 
®olish talking.” A Mernopist. 


SCHEMES FOR RAISING MONEY 
AT THE WEST. 


Extract of a letter from a subscriber in 
Harrison County, Ohio. 

« We experience strange times in 
this part of our land. We have had a 
number of the self-styled, dignified, and 
pampered clergy, prowling over our 
country, from one end to the other, 
delivering splendid and pompous ha- 
rangues in favour of Bible, missionary, 
and education societies, in order to 
draw the people into their schemes, 
and obtain their money. One of these 
sons of plunder ransacked the country 
ever with an Indian, whom he exhibit- 
ed as the first fruits of their missiona- 
ry labours, frequently appealing to his 
auditors with reference te him, repre- 
senting him as a brand plucked from 
the burning, as a heathen redeemed 
from the grossest darkness of heathen- 
ism. to become a humble and dedica- 
ted follower of Christ. Both of them 
were gergeously dressed, and made 
quite a respectable dandy appearance, 
in plaid and the fopperies of the times. 
They also fared sumptuously every day 
and got $30 a month. Priests, laity, 
and all, entered into their schemes— 
societies were formed, and collectors 
appointed, and instructed to call on ail 
n their districts, but not enter into ar- 
cument, but call again and again, by 
which means they ‘would at last con- 
sent. Bible societies, &c. have been 
organized throughout our country, and 
til classes, professor and non-professor, 
“ave been mvited from the pulpit and 
‘he press, to lend their aid by contri- 
outing, and to become members, mem- 
vers for life, &c. by the payment of a 
certam sum of money. Many who 
wave done this, if we were to judge of 
‘heir fruits, and place them in the ba- 
wnce with heathen. so called. weuld, | 

















apprehend, be found wanting. Never- 
theless, they are very forward in de- 
neuncing their neighbours who are Op- 
posed to these fashionable and money- 
bégging schemes, representing them 


as infidels, enemies to religion, and fit - 


persons to point the finger of scorn at. 
But an honest and truly christian mind 
will much sooner bear all this than vio- 
late his conscience and dishonour the 


| Gospel of Christ.” 


BAPTISTS AT THE NORTH. 


[From the Christian Intelligencer.] 
The ‘* Maine Baptist Herald” ap- 
pears disposed to take a stand against 
the popular missionary projects of the 
day. The Editor wishes to have the 
Church return to first principles—to 
the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ, 
and to have none but gospel means 
employed for the propagation of truth. 
He is opposed, decidedly and openly 
opposed, to the aristocratic plans which, 
within a few years past, have crept in- 
to the Christian Church, and threaten 
to overturn the “ simplicity that is in 
Christ.” With more discernment than 
many of his religious brethren seem to 
have, he has discovered the real ob- 
jects of the thousand and one money- 
making societies—dignified, as many 
of them are, by the name of national— 
which have been got up, professedly 
for the purpose of aiding in the cause 
of religion, but really established for 


sectarian aggrandizement, and ulti- 
mately, for a union of Church and 


State. In his paper of week before 
last he has fearlessly given the alarm. 
We thank him for so doing. His Bap- 
tist brethren, we know, have generally 
been, and we trust they are now, re- 


publican in their political principles. 


They will not, with their eves open, 
join the unholy amalgamation which 
the Presbyterians and the orthodox 
Congregationalists are desirous of pro- 
ducing. 

In introducing the speech of Mr. 
Powel in the Senate of Pennsylvania, 
against the Bill to incorporate the 
American Sunday School Union, the 
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Editor of the Herald makes the follow- 
ing spirited remarks :— 


“THE ALARM. 


“Tt will be recollected by many, 
(especially by those whose ire was 
much aroused on the occasion) that 
we lately expressed an opinion respect- 
ing the dangerous tendency of the pre- 
sent National Sabbath School system in 
this country. That a fire should there- 
by be kindled in the breasts of those 
sectarian zealots whose grand machine 
for training up soldiers into the king- 
dom of Christ, was in some measure 
checked in its movements, is not 
strange. We expected reproach, we 
looked for threats, and have not been 
disappointed. We say again, that we 
are strongly in favor of Sabbath schools 
on their original plan, which was the 
instruction of poor children, who had 
no other means of procuring an edu- 
cation. But when we see rising from 
this originally good institution the head 
of a vile sectarian beast, that has al- 
ready made signs of putting forth his 
paw to grapple the reins of civil gov- 
ernment—while we have breath, for 
our country’s sake,—for Jerusalem’s 
sake,—-we will not hold our peace. 
Nor are we alone in this matter—a 
number of other respectable religious 
papers have come out boldly and with 
a firm tone of denunciation on this 
subject. Among the number we are 
glad to see the Christian Advocate and 
Journal. the Methodist paper published 
at New York, which circulates more 
than four times the number of any 
other religious paper in the Union.” 








[From the Evangelical Magazine. | 

It seems from an editorial article in 
the last Baptist Register, that some of 
the brethren of that denomination are 
unwilling to submit to the yoke which 
the ** New York Baptist Convention”’ 
have it in contemplation to prepare 
for their necks, requiring the several 
churches, “ according to their abili- 
ty,’ to “raise the funds necessary to 
prosecute their missionary operations.” 











— z 

The Editor is not at all pleased 4, 
find this independent spirit manifesta 
among his brethren, and labours ty 
smooth over the ‘* proposed plan,” anq 
persuade the revolters into the belie 
that the yoke is the same “ which th, 


spirit of the gospel has proposed.” 


[From the Religious Inquirer. ] 
NATIONAL SOCIETIES, 

We are not alone in regarding the 
specious appearances of modern pa. 
tional societies with a jealous eye. The 
minor sects begin to see through the 
flimsy veil which ‘ covers, not cop. 
ceals’’ the real object of the projectors, 
They are no longer ready to be duped 
by the horrid accounts of the order 
which would use and then abuse them, 
They are not willing to be the nethip- 
ims of a crafty, ambitious, and intole- 
rant seet, whose aim is too obvious to 
continue the deception any longer— 
Let those who begin to see the snare, 
come out as boldly as the “ Methodist 
Christian Advocate’’ has, and we have 
nothing to fear. Give but “ light and 
light” and * all is well.” 


——-— — 








[From the Christian Advocate and Journal. 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION. 

We have before expressed our views 
respecting religious national institu- 
tions. The facility with which they 
seem to be multiplying in our country, 
and the zeal with which their plans are 
executing, convince us more and more 
of the propriety, if not the indispensa- 
ble duty of opposing them. They are 
of dangerous tendency. And whatever 
may be said by their advocates to re- 
lieve these national institutions from 
the suspicion of sectarian influence, 
they are sectarian. One denomination 
of christians only has a preponderating 
influence in their councils, and just 
enough from among other denomina- 
tions are introduced among the domi 
nant sects to save appearances, and to 
form a zest for the song of union, and 
to give a tone to the sound of catholi- 





cisin. Already is the idea of political 

















ted to establish that which I utter by! 





THE REFORMER. ai 











——_ : 
power and influence associated with 


(what ought, of all others, to be the 
farthest from it) Sunday Schools.— 
These little ignorant, and in some sense 
innocent beings, are to have their) 
breasts inspired with the ambitious ex- 

ation of becoming our political ru- 
lers, magistrates, and even the chicf 
magistrate of the nation, espesially if 
one of them should ever be so fortu- 
nate as to be a “ sound Presbyterian.” 


— 








American Sunday School Union. 


In compliance with the request of a 
number of our subscribers, we have con- 
cluded to insert in the Reformer the prin- 
cipal part of the debates in the Senate of 
this State, against the incorporation of the 
American Sunday School Union. These 
documents are worthy of preservation, for | 
the grand crusade in favour of ecclesiasti- 
cal domination in this country is not yet} 
terminated; it has only just commenced; | 
and greater care and vigilance than are at 
present exercised, will be required to pre- 
vent the ultimate overthrow of our reli- 
gious rights and liberties. It will be seen 
by these debates, that some of our sena- 
tors have fearlessly and faithfully dischar- 
ged their duty. Whether in consequence 
of doing this they will be proscribed and 
made the victims of clerical vengeance, 
or be sustained by the voice and indepen- 
dence of the people, remains for future 
events to disclose. It is not unlikely that 
ere long all minor differences among the 
people and among our legislators, will be 
swallowed up in this all-important ques- 
tion, Whether to be under the surveillance 
and dictation of an imperious and self-con- 
stituted priesthood, or to judge and act for 
ourselves. 


[ From the Harrisburgh Chronicle.} 
Senate, Thursday, Feb. 7. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 

The bill, An act to incorporate the 
Trustees of the American Sunday 
School Union, was under considera- 
tion, in committee of the whole. Mr. 
Herbert in the chair. 

{Mr. Duncan having concluded his 
remarks in support of the bill] 

Mr. Powe addressed the chair.— 
When I accuse their agents of machi- 
nation, I do it fearlessly—I am prepa-| 


— 








their own language—by tracing a sys- 
tematic effort to boldly assume the des- 
potism of * dictators,’’ daringly avow- 
ing their object, exclusion from «all 
political power of the country,” all 
men whose conscrences have not been 
warped,—whese characters have not 
been formed, whose devotion has not 
been secured by their system of edu- 
cation—their rites of *‘ baptism,’ &c. 
We have had an elaborate and elo- 
quent exposition of the wishes of the 
Sunday School Union,—an ingenious 
attempt, to confute by anticipation all 
which it is supposed the opponents of 
the bill can adduce in support of the 
grounds which they have assumed.— 
With great deference for the sagacity, 
with the utmost respect for the ability 
of the accomplished advocate of the 
Sunday Schooi Union, I venture to as- 
sert that he will not attempt the refu- 
tation of that which [I am about to of: 
fer—that which they have written— 
that which they have published—that 
which they have put upon our desks to 
enable us to measure the extent of their 
usefulness, to decide upon the tendency 
of their efforts, the great object of their 
plans. He resolutely deni2s that one 
sentence can be shown—that a single 
fact can be brought in support of the 
positions which he has assailed. {Here 
Mr. Powel turned towards Mr. Dun- 
can saying] permit me sir, to ask, will 
you deny that this substantial octavo, 
entitled “the Sunday School Union 
Magazine” is authentic—that this col- 
lection of Sunday School documents— 
of Sunday School Union reports—of 
Sunday School precepts—of Sunday 
Schoo! Union political disquisitions, 
and plans, is sanctioned by the mana- 
gers whose names are paraded at 
length in various parts of the work? 
Can my friend deny, that i is worthy 
of belief—that it is a compilation of 
such miscellaneous papers—of such 
pathetic addresses—and of such docu- 
ments as they consider illustrative of 
their intentions, or conducive to their 
ends? I find in this work, 2nd report 
of the American Sunday School Uni- 
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on, page 93, May, 18: 26: “ These in- 
stitutions nay terminate in an organi- 
zed system of mutual co-operation be- 
tween ministers and private christians, 
so that every Church shall be a disci- 
plined army, where every one knows 
his place, and where every one has a 
place, and a duty, in the grand onset 
against sin.’’ “In ten years, or cer- 
tainly in twenty, the political power of 
our country would be in the hands of 
men whose characters have been form- 
ed under the influence of Sunday 
Schoois.”’ And in page 5 of the same 
work: “And the experience of the ci- 
vilized world demonstratés that the 
character of the man is built upon the 
principles instilled into the mind of the 
child. Your board have felt desirous 
therefore, not only of furnishing their 
own schools with suitable books, but 
of introducing such books into schools 
of a different description, and. of ren- 
dering them so abundant as to force 
out of circulation, those which tend to 
mislead the mind. ‘They have not 
been backward, therefore, to assume 
the high responsibility of revising and 
altering the books they have published, 
wherever alterations secm necessary. 





They have chosen to do this rather 
than tamely issue sentiments, which in | 
their consciences they believe to be | 





ee 


the ideas.” 





—=. 
their own statements as worthy of ,,. 


gard? Or will he contend, that in ti, 
assumption of the power to alter books, 
to change the ideas of the author the: 
have contrived to make their advocat, 
consider them possessed of autioris; 
to alter the vocabulary of the mates 
which we use. If 1 were to call the, 
dictators, | should be accused of } van 
tice, yet they say in their catalogue, 
« while the committee feel the i immense 
responsibility which they assume, jy 
becoming dictators to the consciences 
of thousands of immortal beings, on the 
great and all important subject of the 
welfare of their souls; while they 
dread the consequences of uttering for. 
geries, or giving their sanction to the 
misrepresent: ation of the vlorious truths 
of the gospel, they are not backward 
to become the responsible arbiters in 
these high points, rather than tame 
issue sentiments which in their con- 
sciences they believe to be false or in- 
consistent with the purity of divine 
truth.” ‘They continue in the same 
page to assert, “ in preparing works 
for the press, the utmost liberty is used 
with revard to whatever Is re- -publish- 
ed by them:” and * in changing even 
They elter the arrange- 
ment, mutilate the work, and change 
the ideas, yet retain the name of the 


false or inconsistent with the purity of |) author, thus making established names 


divine truth.’ 
boast, they have proved by their Sd re- 


That this is not a vain and forced constructions of received 


‘doctrines, subservient to their dictato- 


port of 1827; on the first page I find || rial will. 


| Here 


tr. Powel read another book || 


which had been laid upon his desk]. I no write the passage 


that “1,616,796 pubheations which | 
added to those issued by the society in. 
the two preceding years make a grand 
total of 3,741,541."’ Not satisfied, 
sur, with.this vain-glorious display in| 
their regular reports, re-published and | 


| try, 





We are told that the managers did 

y » predicting that 

, political influence w hich * in 10 years 
is to assume all the power of the coun 
* and in 20 years is to turn us a! 
jout of our seats. We are told that 1 
was written by a clergyman—ts 1\ 0. 
that account of less force? It hes 


circulated in their Magazines, they | been ureed that it was written by 4 


have appended a catalogue to one of’ | 
their works wherein they have reitera- 
ted in stronger terms, if pracucable, | 
the great object of their association. 
[| itere Mr. Powel agaia turnimg to Mr. 
Punean said} will the gentleman re- 





ceive this as afauct’? Will be consider 


ec onnecticut cle ‘rgyman. The ge pit 
man has forborue to make comment 
‘on this point; he exultingly exclaimed 


it Was only the production of a Sunda} 
Se huol teacher; would ize have us it- 
fer that it should therefore be rejected 
)a% futile and unworthy belief: 


’ No s. 
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ie will not venture to tell us this; he 
has told us much which | did not ex- 
pect to hear; he has introduced an 
Episcopal Bishop with some irrelevant 
and harsh remarks, which | shall pass 
by as unworthy of my regard. lam 
concerned that my friend in his happy 
vein of sarcasm, has placed Dr. Ely in 
a ludicrous light; * poor’ Dr. Ely as 
he calls him; heaven forbid that | 
should call him “ poor,’ or compare 
him to **a scare-crow,’’ or to “ the 
Pope.” [Here Mr. Powel read from 
the 3rd report of the Sunday School 
Union, May, 1827, page 17] “ The 
annual report of the board of mana- 
gers was then read by the Rev. Dr. 
Ely, by whom it was written.’ I will 
ask my colleague, is not Dr. Ely, by 
this passage, identified with the Sun- 
day School Union, as the expounder 
of their views, as the writer of their 
report? [Here Mr. Powel read the 
following extracts from Dr. Ely’s ser- 
mon : | 


“In other words. our Presidents, 
Secretaries of the Government, Sena- 
tors and other Representatives in Con- 
gress, Governors of States, Judges, 
State Legislators, Justices of the Peace, 
and City Magistrates, are just as much 
bound as any other persons in the U. 
States, to be orthodox in their faith.” 


“Our rulers, like any other mem- 
bers of the community, who are under 
law to God as rational beings, and un- 
der law to Christ, since they have the 
light of Divine Revelation, ought to 
search the Scriptures, assent to the 
truth, profess faith in Christ, keep the 
Sabbath day holy to God, pray in pri- 

vate and in the domestic circle, attend 
on the public ministry of the word, be 
baptized and celebrate the Lord’s Sup- 
per.* * * * The electors of these five 
classes of true christians, united in the 
sole r requisition of apparent friendship 
'o Christianity in every candidate for 
office whom they will support, could 
govern every public election in our 
country, without infringing in the least 
upon the charter ef our civil liberties.” 








“The Presbyterians alone could 
bring half a million of electors into 
the field.” 

“1 propose, fellow-citizens, a new 
sort of union, or, if you please, a chris- 
tian party in politics, which | am ex- 
ceedingly desirous all good men in our 
country should join.” 


‘<T am free to avow, that other things 
being equal, I would prefer for my 
magistrate, and judge, and ruler, a 
sound Presbyterian. * * * * It will be 
objected that my plan of a truly chris- 
tian party in politics will make hypo- 
crites. We are not answerable for 
their hypocrisy if it does.” 


We have seen, continued Mr. Pow- 
el, that a reverend and erudite gentle- 
man, whose piety and good works 
might have been taken as guarantee 
against al! danger of clerical violence 
or sectarian proscription, has boldly 
exposed the system of tactics, and has 
designated the modes of attack in which 
even he, so highly revered, so implicit- 
ly obeyed, would employ “the disci- 
plined army where every one has a 
place, where every one knows his 
place,” to exclude from “ all the po- 
litical power of our country,” all men 
whose characters have not been form- 
ed by Sunday schools. If this gentle- 
man, justly elevated by talents, so high- 
ly embellished by learning, and so much 
distinguished by religious sway, be so 
zealous as to consider ecclesiastical 
domination the dear object of his ca- 
reer, what may we not suspect, what 
ought we not to expect, from ignorant 
and bigotted satellites, radiating light 
and heat from a grand luminary, a 
“retrospective theologian,” a Micha- 
velian politician, soaring in regions of 
visionary philosophy, calling on half a 
million of followers to rally for the ex- 
clusion of all men who are not “ ortho- 
dox,”’ from the polls. 

This reverend and meek christian, 
we have seen, is not merely aa asso- 
ciate of the Sunday School Union—he 
is their organ—the person selected to 
compile their report—to read their ré- 
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port—and, | have their own ado 


to write their report: thus made the 
guide of the vast machine prepared to 
“force out of circulation’ all works 
which they do not approve—to force 
upon “ schools of a different descrip- 
tion,’ books which they have mutila- 
ted, still sanctioned by the authority of 
the original authors’ names, although 
perverted, and adapted to the tastes of 
those who are to be trained as implicit 
believers in that which the Christian 
pastor happens to deem the orthodox 
faith. 

That the Managers of the Sunday 
School Union are full well impressed 
with the danger of clerical interference 
is sufficiently manifest from the clause 
in their constitution, which admits but 
laymen as members of their board, 
and that they apprehend the force of 
the arguments which such interference 
would inevitably adduce, in opposition 
to their prayer for a charter, is evident 
from the fact, that thev have told you 
that all but laymen are excluded from 
their board. But it happens that not- 
withstanding the resolution they have 
evinced, the acumen they have dis- 
played, the sagacity and determination 
with which all these movements are 
fraught, they have been seduced from 
their purpose. by that good feeling— 
that christian acquiescence—-that high 
degree of humility which religion im- 
poses, and which her pastors can adroit- 
ly turn to any end which they deem 
good. 

Have we not been told that “all the 
political power in the country, within 
ten or twenty years, shall be in the 
hands of persons whose characters 
have been formed at Sunday schools;”’ 
formed under the direction of those 
who can force out of circulation that 
of which they do not approve—of those 
who boldly assert that they will force 
into use that which they have mutila- 
ted, and have adapted to their own 
encs—of those who daringly declare 
that they are dictators to the conscien- 
ces of thousands of unmortal bemes— 








$————————————==:__ 
from the house of God, calling on his 
followers to form a ‘christian party jg 
politics,” to be supported by haif, 
inillion of followers—to establish ecele. 
siastical domination—the rites of bap. 
tism—the orthodox faith throughoyt 
the land. 

Such consequences are to be appre. 
hended, if we believe the predictions 
of the pious gentleman, and if we re. 
gard the prayer of the petitioners ask. 
ing a charter, and the bill which they 
have prepared for our file, authorising 
them “ for ever hereafter to hold alj 
and all manner of lands, tenements and 
hereditaments,”’? without limitation of 
time or capital, but merely acquiescing 
in the limitation of monied income not 
to exceed $10,000 per year. 

We are told that no sectarian feeling 
can operate in the board of manayers 
—that all persons may become contr- 
butors—may be made voters, and that 
no man is disqualified by his rehgious 
sentiments from participation in their 
concerns. [et it be admitted that there 
is no test at this time in force But 
has not their reporter—the accomp!sh- 
ed and frank expounder of their yiews, 
the Reverend gentleman told us, frem 
the pulpit, in the house of God, that 
he would marshal his forces,—that he 
would call on half a million of followers 
to proseribe, exclude from the highest 
to the lowest civil offices those who 
had not heen “ baptised’’—who are 
not orthodox in their faith—* those 
who are not Presbyterians.’? Can it 
be believed that this gentleman whose 
character stands so deservedly high for 
steadiness of purpose, would say that 
which he did not mean to be seriously 
received, that having said it, he would 
not act upon it, or that he acting vpon 
it would disregard the means which we 
have been told would in ten years give 
effect to the great end? Would he, in 
his pious endeavours to do that which 
he conscientiously thinks right, forbear 
to apply his eloquence’? Would he not 
marshal his forces to exclude from the 
list of avents, if not from the board of 


of those whose organ utters anathegnus f managers, all those whose creed, whose 
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purposes and whose objects were not fica of the Union, praying for a law 


eonsistent with his own? =~ 

But, sir, how is the fact? A reve- 
rend gentleman has already been em- 
ployed with a large salary “ to take the 
field,’ a missionary fund has been es- 
tablished, collected from the auxiliary 
schools connected with the vast ma- 
chine. 

A grand system of proselytism has 
been formed—rules are given for the 
modes of attack upon the old and the 
young—* the hour of affliction, the mo- 
ments of despair,”’ are pointed eut as 
fit occasions to grasp the victims of 
sectarian zeal. 

I shall be forgiven, I trust, by them, 
if in obedience to my oath to defend 
the constitution, I oppose a deliberate 
plan to exclude in ten or twenty years, 
any set of men, whether educated or 
uneducated, whether “ orthodox”’ or 
heterodox, from the political power of 
the country; a plan avowedly to ope- 
rate in destroying the freedom of the 
press—in fact to establish ecclesiasti- 
cal domination throughout the land. 





For the Reformer. 

Who can fathom the depths of hu- 
man ingenuity, or scan the extent of 
priestly invention for supporting the 
various systems of modern christianity 
over which they have clerical control? 
In the “ Reformer” for February, 1828, 
stands an article headed, “ A religious 
ball,’’ which was held in a village in 
New York, for the benefit of one of 
the “ watchmen on the walls of Zion.” 
This novel scheme for collecting mo- 
ney for the reverend minister, accord- 
ing to the account there given, was 
performed by the pious exercises of 
fiddling, dancing, and playing at cards. 
No doubt but the reverend gentleman 
will, in gratitude, reward the laudable 
zeal of his flock for his increase of 
wealth, by using his best exertions to 
suppress all the vice, and to promote 
all the virtue which they shall desire. 

This pious act, with an account 
some time ago of a petition having 


——— 


to authorise a lottery for the building 
a meeting house, manifests in the act- 
ors a zeal for modern sectarian divini- 
ty, perhaps not exceeded in the ages 
of Jesuitical prosperity. 

After witnessing these two very sin- 
gular examples of collecting money 
for the ** Lord’s treasury,” (the cler- 
gy) and then adding to them the nu- 
merous other money traps, composed 
of societies of various names, as Bible, 
education, missionary, &c. &c. witha 
concatenation of others; together with 
hundreds of holy beggars, or rather 
duns, spread over the nation demand- 
ing cash for religious uses; shall we 
think it strange, seeing their thirst for 
gold is so intense, to hear, not only of 
religious balls, lotteries, &c. but also 
of holy horse races, and heavenly card 
tables, with every other species of 
gambling having been instituted, sanc- 
tified, and set apart for the educating 
of young men for the ministry, and for 
supporting them after they have been 
so manufactured ? 

And is it by the preaching of such 
money lovers as these, that the hea- 
then world is to be converted to chris- 
tianity, and the “ moral wastes’’ of our 
own country replenished with the 
“ bread of life’? And are these to be 
the principal agents in bringing about 
the great millenial day? This, it seems, 
is the grand object professed ; and for 
this are all the countless springs of mo- 
ney catching kept in constant opera- 
tion from one end of the continent to 
the other. Ihave often thought that 
if our dandied priests of the day, should 
fail in their attempts to convert the 
world to the christian religion, as they 
certainly will, that they will contrive 
to make things fit their purposes by 
converting the christian religion to the 
world; and this, I presume, they have 
nearly accomplished, as there appears 
to be but little difierence, if any, be- 
tween thousands of modern professors 
and others, in their attachments and 





been presented to one of the legisla-: 





conformities to it. Wealth, pomp, and 
‘worldly splendor, seem to be but too 
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generally, tbe pinnacle at which both 
priest and people aspire ; and if a mil- 
Jenium of these could be fully brought 
about in the world, it would doubtless 
be a day of feasting and frolic to all} 
our man-made, selt-called, and money- 
loving clergy. ‘Their ambition for ex- 
ercising dominion over the laity would 
then be fully gratified; an unmolested 
aceess to their purses at all times be 
had; and their cringing flocks bowing 
with unlimited submission to their im- 
perious dietation, would be a millénial 
felicity paramount to their highest 
wishes. What an important order of 
men our popular clergy must be in 
their own estimation, that they arro- 
gate to themselves the authority of be- 
ing dictators to the world; nor are 
they less so in the estimation of thou- 
sands upon thousands of others, who 
lavish out their cash for manufacturing 
them by hordes, adding to their ag- 
grandizement, implicitly obeying their 
mandates, and otherwise honouring 
them almost to aderation. The first | 


consider to be a daring insult offered 


to the understandings and common 
sense of the people; and the second, 
an undeniable evidence of thair labor- 








ing under the miluence of a most fatal 
and popular delusion. I acknowledce 
the utility of the gasvel ministry, dully 

believin: vriito be a divime appointment | 
—that the primitive a 
Chriat “snake as they were moved by || 
the Holy Ghost; 
that all the ine ministers of the Re- | 


deemer m every age since. bave acted 


in their mimstratious under the same 
divine authority; but a man-made, 
seiftinspived preacher utterly 

knowa to the gospel plan of salvation, | 


ore 


Is 


a nuisance to the community, and a | silions, 
Bear wit- i faith and prac tice. 


curse to the nunman race. 
ness ye nations of Christendom,- at 
home and abroad, to the increase of 
erume*—inurders, robberies, drunken- 


* It has been calenlated that during nine 
years previous to Dec. 1825, the augmen- 
tation of crime in England wus tive times 





as great as the advance of population in |! 
iin this matter, is certainly imperious. 





the same period — Veir. “ugiand Galaxy 


ambassadors of distemper of “ itchme ears,’ 





—— 
ness, avarice, frauds, pride, and every 
other vice, in full proportion to the jy. 
crease of such a priesthood. Map. 
made preachers may answer for seety. 
rian purposes——they may promote re. 
vivals of profession, make proselytes 
to.their orthodox creeds, deliver their 
studied sermons, and perform al] the 
other mechanical parts of their empty 
devotions, and yet not a single vestive 
of that worship which is to be perform. 
ed in spirit and in truth, be contained 
in any part of the farcical performance. 
But as if the public in general had sur. 
rendered their judgments and their al] 
into the hands of the clergy, they lay- 
ish their money with profusion to hire 
priests to be their pilots to paradise, as 
Micah did the Levite, who afterwards 
deserted him for a louder call, made 
him by the Danites. 
 Fellow-citizens of America! consii- 
er on these things, and reflect. Com- 
pare your proceedings herein with the 
proceedinys of the people of other na- 
tions. They were once free, as you 
now are—they were blessed with the 
Sacred Scriptures to read and medi- 
tate on at pleasure, pointing out to 
them the simple way to everlasting 


life; but this did not. satisfy them. 


They began to listen to men-made 
| pre achers, and from their flourishes of 
oratory, they caught the unhallowed 
> and Inred 
| priests by multitudes to be their spint- 


* and [ also believe | , ual oi ides, who, when the ‘v had got the 


staff of power fairly in their hands, 
soon considered their employers too 
‘ignorant to be trusted with the Serip- 
tures in their hands, took them from 


un- || the laity, and in icles stead furnished 


them with their own sectarian compo- 
to be their orthodox rules of 
Millions in chris 
tendein, { low-citizens, are in this very 
unfavourable predicament, through the 
circurnventing artifices of priesteratt; 
and as human nature is the same in all 
countries -and among all sorts of peo- 
ple, the call to a serious and candid 
consideration of what vou are doing 
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Your civil liberties are a boon, which, 
if taken from you, would be an incal- 
culable loss; but if you lose your reli- 
gious liberties, you lose your all, and 
are subjected to the worst of tyrannies 
that ever disgraced the earth. Re- 
member then, before it be too late, 
that you are now in possession of the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able, thro’ 
faith in Christ Jesus, to make you wise 
unto salvation, without the help of a 
hireling priesthood. The doctrines of 
the New Testament are plain and sim- 
ple in every thing appertaining to faith 
and practice, and easily comprehend- 
ed by the weakest capacity—so that 
you have no need of employing swarms 
of idle drones, -fops, dandies, and op- 
pressors, as they eome to hand, to tell 
you once a week or oftener, the way 
io heaven, when, in all likelihood, they 
are utter strangers to it themselves. If 
the sheep would universally withhold 
their fleeces, the world would soon be 
rid of a venal priesthood, so that what 
little. preaching there would then be, 
would probably be like the preaching 
of Paul,—* in demonstration of the 
spirit and of power’’—* turning men 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God.” 


A Wett-wisHEeR To Man. 





[From the Berean. } 

‘Blessed are ye, when men shall hate 
and when they shall separate you from 
their company—and shall reproach you— 
and cast out your name as evil for the son 
of man’s sake.” Luke vi. 22. 

No reformation was ever effected on 
the ground of christian principle, with- 
out opposition. ‘To account for the 
zeal uniformly displayed in support .of 
Cottept systems, requires only a little 
insight into those principles which go- 
vern human actions. ‘The most con- 
spicuous of these is the lore of power. 
Were it not for this heer principle, 
how weak would have been the demon- 
Strations of Luther and hs co-adjutors. 
If their labours had been calculated to 
lucrease the authority of the Romish 


—- 





e-Refoensiibe. and Luther would have 


| been canonized! The conduct of Hen- 


ry VIII. corroberates this opinion.— 
Though a papist himself, and a royal 
“ Defender of the Faith,” he favoured 
the Reformers because’it augmented 
his own authority, though at the ex- 
pence of the Pope! George Fox and 
his friends were opposed with singular 
violence—and the reason is obvious: 
—the Quaker principle struck at the 
root ofa hireling priesthood. If it had 
universally prevailed, the whole host 
of Archbishops, Bishops, Deans, Pre- 
bends, Canons, Archdeacons, Rectors, 
&c. &c. must have descended to the 
level of the poor parishioner—they 
would have lost their splendid titles 
and mstead of living in affluence on 
the labours of others, must have borne 
a part of the public burden. It was 
upon this same ground that the chief 
Priests and Pharisees resisted Christ. 
The leading opposers of every Re- 
formation have acted on the same sel- 
fish principles, and in order to strength- 
en their hands have enlisted in the 
quarrel all the superstition and bigotry 
within the range of their influence. 
They have raised the cry of Heresy, 
Infidelity, Deism, &c. They have per- 
suaded tie people that the Church was 


in danger—and even Christianity itself 


at stake, whilst, at the same time, no- 
thing was in danger but their own pri- 
vate interests, nothing at stake but 
their unrighteous authority. But Big- 
oiry is deaf to the voice of reason, it 
has no eyes to see its own weakness, 
or the virtues of its victim. The crime 
of Heresy involves the anterest of its 
opponent, and is therefore too enor- 
mous to be palliated or endured. And 
we find by the records of authentic 
history, that in every country where 
the civil authority was subservient to 
the Ecclesiastical, the poor heretic hae 
been forced to renovnee his religion, 
or suffer for lis faith. 

The cruelties of the Orthocox in the 
reisn of Queen Mary from the year 
1555 to 1558, were exhibited in 


vOory 





See, the Pepe would bave joined the? 


part of Fncland. om! even in Wales, 


sa ? 
: 2 see 
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and the Isle of Guernsey. This gave} 
the remotest inhabitants of the kingdom | 
a practical illustration of the nature of| 
Orthodoxy. The absurdity of its pre-| 
tensions had been gradually untolded 
since the year 1360; when the memo-| 
rable John Wickliffe, began to expose) 
its true character. The theory and) 
practice of its supporters being now) 
pretty well understood, the force of 
truth, and a sense of their danger, rou- 
sed the people into action. The enor- 
mities and sufferings of that period, 
left an impression on the public mind, 
which has never been forgotten, and 
will never be obliterated, while the 
page of history remains faithful to its 
eharge. 

Thus by its own measures, the mon- 
ster of Persecution was crippled; but 
not slain.. Its horns were blunted, but 
not broken. ‘The world was not yet 
so enlightened as to perceive that coer- 
cion to enforce opinions was inconsis- 
tent with the holy principles of Chris- 
tianity. In the reigns of Elizabeth, 
James I. Charles I. Cromwell, and 
Charles If. it lived.in considerable vi- 
gour; but the fires of Smithfield were 
never again lighted, except in two or 
three instances, under the arbitrary 
government of the virgin Queen! Af- 
ter the accession of William and Mary, 
the Orthodox were deprived of the use 
even of the dungeon, rack and gibbet. 








CLERICAL DENUNCIATIONS. 

We learn from a correspondent in 
Frederick county, Maryland, that a 
Mr. Bossler in that part of the country 
has lately been signalizing himself as a 
gtrennous advocate for all the modern 
schemes of the day, and denouncing as 
deists. atheists, &c. those who are con- 
acientionsly opposed to these fashiona- 
ble and anti-christian projects, profess- 
ediy tor building up the kingdom of! 
Christ. We have long been convin- 
ced that such men are wholly destitute 
of any true religion, but are seeking 
the praise and honour of this world in- 
stead of that which cometh from God 








only. And the trae has arrived when 
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people must open their eyes to see 
through the schemes and designs of 
these men, and no longer give them 
support, or all true christianity will be 
destroyed out of the land, and we shall 
lose our civil and religious liberties 
besides. We will here give a sketch 
of Mr. Bossler’s proceedings in the 
words of our correspondent, who js 
one of the most approved schoo) 
teachers and worthy citizens in that 
part of the country, and who appears 
to have been singled out as the parti- 
cular object of this Mr. Bossler’s ven- 
geance, because he had too mucli ho- 
nesty and sincerity, and too great 4 
regard for the interests of true christi- 
anity to aid and encourage such mea- 
sures and schemes as are directly cal- 
culated to degrade and destroy it. 


‘There is a minister of the name of 
David Bossler, living in Emmetsburg, and 
has charge of a congregation in this neigh- 
bourhood, who has lately shown his dis- 
pleasure towards all who are not in favor 
of Sunday schools, tract societies, Bible 
societies, and all the various other money 
schemes in operation at the present day; 
but his denunciations were, as I believe, 
particularly intended for me. The cir- 
cumstances are as follow:—About five 
weeks ago, I was informed by several 
of his congregation, that Mr. Bossler 
would hold a prayer meeting at the new 
school house that evening. I received the 
information as an invitation, and accord- 
ingly attended. When I got there, I 
found a good many assembled, and many 
more came after my arrival. Mr. Bosslet 
gave out a hymn, went to prayer, and, 
contrary to my expectation, took a text 
and preached. His subject was,—‘ Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel unto every creature.’ In his 
whole discourse he was very incoherent, 
calling those who differ from him, or who 
are opposed to the fashionable religious 
schemes of the present time, deists, athe- 
ists, and half intelligent philosophers, &c. 
He spoke of the great utility of Bible socie- 
ties, tract societies, Sunday schools, and 
at last of theological seminaries. He was 
very severe on those who say the art 0! 
preaching should not be learned in these 
institutions. He said that some think the 
sermons should be shaken out of the coat 
sleeve, &ce. It was useless, he said, for a 
man to expect the gift by folding the hands 
and kneeling down and praying; for he 
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that depends on prayer, said he, depends | 
upon a broken staff’ He seemed to be! 
particularly dissatisfied that some. should 
be of the opinion that preachers should 
pot have salaries for preaching; and said 
it was avarice that caused them to be- 
lieve so. He said if people would not live 
so high, if they would not spend so much 
at places of amusement, and would use 
less tobacco, they might spare something 
to give to missionaries. Then he address- 
ed himself more particularly to his con- 
gregation, and said that he spoke this not 
for himself, for they did support him, and} 
then added, you must support me, it is; 
your duty to support me. In this manner 
he endeavoured to edify his congregation. 


{ 


‘But now comes his denunciation, 
which I have reason to believe was in- 
tended forme. He began to charge his 
hearers to mark him who is opposed to 
the institutions he had been speaking of, 
(carefully speaking in the third person 
singular) and not to have any communion 
with him, nor to listen to what he might 


say—He told them such a one was a de-| 


ceiver, a child of hell, a child of the devil. 
He gave a solemn warning, and begged 
his hearers for God’s sake not to support 
him, not to assist him, nor help to keep him 
upright (in business ] suppose.) He frank- 
ly told his audience if they would support 
him they would go to hell, &c. Now my 
friend, pause and consider what such a 
man would do if he had the power. Fully 
believing that he meant me, I went the 
next morning to the house where he staid 
ever night, (but although nearly eight 
o’clock, the self-denying apostle was yet 


in bed) in order to ask an explanation of | 


his conduct. Time did not per:nit me to 
wait his getting up, I told his landlord my 
errand. After this, I sent him a letter, 
stating, that it seemed to have been his 
plan to get me to his meeting, and instead 
of a blessing to give me a true popish cur- 
sing; that if his audience would obey his 
injunctions, it would bring to want an in- 
hocent family whom I have to maintain; 


that no protestant minister could be guil-! 


ty of such conduct, except one that would 
be willing to kindle the fire at Smithfield, 
and to consign a Servetus to the flames. 
1 requested of him to clear himself of this 
charge, or to give reason for his treating 
the in this manner; and informed him if he 





refused to do the one or the other, I would 


make his conduct known through the me-| 


dium ofa public paper. About ten days 
*g0 he was at this place again, and sent 
Jur me in order to have some conversation 
with me; but béing vet engered tn my 


' 
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school, and considering myself to be the 
party aggrieved, | refused, but requested 
him to come to me, that I would be at lei- 
sure in half an hour, and would have a se- 
parate room warmed to receive him; but 
it appears he thought it beneath his digni- 
ty to come.” 


These missionary men and zealots 
for promoting the cause of Christ by 
the aid of money, would soon give the 
people of this country some very stri- 
king specimens of their charity and 
benevolence, if they could once get 
the secular power under their control ; 
and they are in a much fairer way to 
accomplish this than most people are 
aware. Their efforts and success have 
been nearly doubled every year for 
some time past, while the impression 
of many is that they are on the wane, 
and that no danger is to be apprehend- 
ed from any thing they cando. We 
have not held out any such flattering 
prospects; we have long seen our real 
danger; and unless there be a more 
general expression of disapprobation 
against the schemes of the clergy, and 
support is withheld from them, ere long 
the time for arresting their progress 
will be past. An Editor justly remarks: 
‘¢ From the days of the Apostles to the 
present time, we believe history does 
not record so obstinate a struggle for 
ecclesiastical ascendency as is now ex- 
hibited in the United States.”’ 


When it is considered that the cler- 
gy have obtained an ascendency in a 
greater or less degree in every other 
country in the world but this, and that 
the design for attaining it in this coun- 
try is prosecuted with a zeal and ac- 
tivity which have no parallel in the his- 
tory of any nation, what reason have 
we to expect we shall escape its blight- 
ing and direful effects. The political 
consequence and influence which the 
clergy have already aequired in this 
country, is much greater than is gen- 
erally supposed. It will be seen and 
felt when their measures are opposed, 
as they have lately been in the Senate 
of this State. The numerous wheels 


that will be put in motion fo retrieve: 
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any temporary defeat, and ultimately | 


accomplish their object, will soon con- | 
vince the public that it is no common, 
foe with which they have to contend. | 
For our own part we shall be much | 
mistaken if they do not yet sueceed in| 
obtaining an act of incorporation for | 
their Sunday School Union in this| 
State. But whether they obtain this or | 
not, the business the clergy are now 
engaged in will steadily march for- 

ward till the people withdraw from 
their schemes, and stop giving their 
money to them; and the clergy have 
too many societies organized, too ma- 
ny agents and hands employed, and 
too much ascendency over the minds 
of the people, for this to take place to 
any considerable extent, unless the 
people are more clearly sensible of 
their danger, and have a greater dread 
of clerical supremacy and ‘priestly dom- 
ination in this country than they now 
appear to have. It certainly becomes 
every one that has any regard to true 
christianity, and to the rights and lib- 
erties we now enjoy, to withhold his 
aid and countenance from every scheme 
and institution, however plausible, that 
has been got up by the clergy to ex- 
tend their fluence, obtain funds, and 
augment their power. ‘The Gospel con- 
demns all such practices, and they can 
have no other tendency but to destroy 
the religion of the gospel, enslave the 
minds of the people. and establish an 
ecclesiastical hierarchy on the ruins of 
our civil and religious liberties. 

We are prevented for want of room 
from oiving some instances of the ad- 
ditional etlorts which have lately been 
put forth, in resefres to establish Tract 
Societies in this State and Delaware, 
and Sunday Schools connected with 
the American Sanday School Union 
in other places. We copy the follow- 
Ing, however, as a specimen of numer- 
ous oter eriicles of a similar descrip- 
tion that nueht be even, 

[hom the Philadeiphian, a Preslyterian 
we p ‘int din thre city.) 


SrmVrory — TRACT RE SOLU TION, | 
‘The beard ot ~ iwers of the Phila-| 








| supplied from the commencement of the 
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a 
delphia. Branch Tract Society, | auxilior 
to the American or “ National” Traet S.. 
| crety*] encouraged by their past and al. 


|| most unexpected successes, an Mspired 
|} by the spirit of the times, on Wednec. 
last adopted unanimously the follow: 
resolution: 


‘ Resolved, That, with reliance on diy; ne 
aid, we will form in every inhabited towy 
ship, and in ev ery congregation that r ! 
give permission in the States of Pe nnsy! 
vania and Delaware, an Auxiliary Tract 


Society previous to the first of Januysry 
1830.’ ; 


** This undertaking, a few brief month: 
since, would have been considered as 
vouring of the spirit of Quixotic adventure. 
but the recent exhibitions of whiat cay be 
done by towns, counties, and states, ip 
sending the word of life to the destitute, 
when ‘the people have a mind to work,’ 
place it within the limits of the most sober 
and rational calculation. The work will 
doubtless be accomplished in Delaware 
with much comparative ease and exped 
tion—in Pennsylvania with some pains-ta 
king andexpense. Two or three energetic 
travelling agents however can perform the 
labour, and the necessary gold and silver 
will be forthcoming when required. 8) 
nods, Presbyteries, C lasses, and all other 
ecclesiastical Judicatories, will lend the 
aid, and individual churches will antict- 
pate in many cases the messengers of the 
Branch.”’ 
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During the last year the receipts of the 
American Education Society for training 
up young men for the priesthood, hav 
amounted to 35,000 dollars. 

The interesting letter from Pasquetan< 
county, N. C. has been received, but we 
regret our not seeing the person to w ho mm 
the letter was entrusted, that we mig 
comply with the request contained in| 
We wish the writer to favor us with ar- 
other letter, and inform us to what pos t 
office we can direct a letter to him. 





* The Tracts sold by the American oT 
National Society, the jast year, amountec 
to upwards of 32,000 dollars, and the 
whole receipts of this socicty for the same 
period, amounted to 45,134 dollars. 
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